138                     SULPHURETS.
It is remarkable that neither the green nor the yellow oxides of iron, even when recently precipitated and not dried, seems capable of decomposing quadrisulphuret of lime.
It is probable that trisulphuret and quadri-salphuretof iron may be formed; but I have not ascertained the truth of this opinion.
23. Sulphurets of nickel.
Protosulpliuret. According to Proust, nickel
unites to sulphur by heat, so that 100 take 46 or 48; the sulphuret is of the colour of common pyrites. (Journ. de Physique, 63 and 80). According* to Mr. Ed. Davy 100 nickel take 54 sulphur. By saturating a solution of nitrate of nickel with hyclrosulphuret of lime I obtained 40 grains from 33 protoxide or 26 metal* This was evidently the protosulphu-ret; it was a fine black powder, and consists of 100 metal and 54 sulphur.
Quinsulphurel. This compound may be obtained from nitrate of nickel and quadrisulphuret of lime, in the same manner as that of iron. It is a deep black powder, and consists of 100 nickel, and 215 -sulphur. By exposure to heat, the greatest part of the sulphur burns off, and the rest may be expelled by an increase of temperature.
Probably intermediate sulphurets may be